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The Australian Mobile Telecommunications Association (AMTA) is the peak industry body 
representing Australia’s mobile telecommunications industry. Its mission is to promote an 
environmentally, socially and economically responsible, successful and sustainable mobile 
telecommunications industry in Australia, with members including the mobile network operators 
and Carriage Service Providers, handset manufacturers, network equipment suppliers, retail outlets 
and other suppliers to the industry.  

AMTA manages the Mobile Carriers Forum (MCF). The members of the MCF include the four mobile 
network operators (MNOs) deploying mobile networks in Australia, namely Telstra, Optus, Vodafone 
Hutchison Australia (VHA) and TPG. The MCF is a specialised forum that deals specifically with issues 
related to the deployment and operation of mobile phone networks. 

AMTA welcomes the opportunity to comment on the ACCC’s draft report on the Facilities Access 
Code Review.  The Code performs an important function in helping Carriers ensure their deployment 
practices are efficient and effective and support competition in the supply of mobile network 
services to Australian communities. 

Public Pre-Build Consultation Process 

As outlined in our previous submissions to the ACCC, AMTA’s specialised forum for deployment 
matters, the MCF, has formed several National Taskforces working on specific issues, such as the 
Deployment Code, Compliance and EME regulations and site design management. The MCF has also 
established state-based regional forums to address region-specific issues and implement the MCF’s 
best practice policies at a local level, and in particular, to encourage co-ordination of deployment 
activities between Carriers within those regions to avoid duplication and overlap and to avoid 
disruption to each other and to communities that might otherwise occur. 

Working within the MCF, MNOs have thus established processes for requesting co-location on 
existing infrastructure and practices for determining opportunities for co-operating on the building 
of new network infrastructure.  This process is restricted to MCF members and subject to internal 
review and agreement. 
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AMTA acknowledges the ACCC’s comment that since the MCF process is internal to the MCF 
members it does not satisfy the ACCC’s objective to make new site pre-build information more 
publicly available. 

AMTA submits, however, that this outcome could be achieved by making changes to the MCF’s 
RNFSA database. The changes would include tools to enable all interested parties, including non-
MCF members, to have visibility of selected pre-build information and therefore contact the lead 
Carrier to engage in consultation about co-location at the pre-building stage for any sites in which 
they may have an interest. 

AMTA suggests that the RFNSA, with the requisite changes, would be the most appropriate tool for 
achieving an accessible pre-build consultation process as it already includes all the mobile carriers 
undertaking deployment in Australia and can be accessed by other parties.   

AMTA looks forward to continued engagement with the ACCC as it concludes its review. 

Please contact Lisa Brown, AMTA Policy Manager on 00 0000 0000 if you require any further 
information. 
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