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17 July, 2013 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Camilleri 
 
Re:  Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited’s proposed variation to Port Terminal 
Services Access Undertaking 
 
The Western Australian Farmers Federation (Inc) (WAFarmers) represents over 
4,000 members, the majority of whom grow grain as a component business.  As 
having the largest, by far, membership base of any rural lobby group in Western 
Australia, WAFarmers is confident that they are truly representative of this State’s 
wheat producers. 
 
WAFarmers welcomes the opportunity to address the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) regarding Co-operative Bulk Handling’s (CBH) 
revised buyback clause, and make the following comments: 
 

 WAFarmers welcomes the ACCC’s preliminary view that it would consent to 
proposed changes relating to CBH’s auction capacity allocation system. 
 

 WAFarmers supports CBH’s revised buy back clause in relation to their Port 
Terminal Services Access Undertaking variation.   
 
This organisation believes that this new system would allow CBH greater 
flexibility in managing supply chain congestion as it arises.   
 
Given that supply chain congestion impacts negatively on all marketers, this is 
seen to be a positive result for the Western Australian grains industry. 

 

 WAFarmers maintains that the proposed revised buyback system will allow 
CBH to provide greater clarity around congestion issues.   
 
This will enable marketers to proactively manage shipment schedules 
resulting in reduced demurrage at Western Australian ports. 
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 WAFarmers acknowledges the revised buyback clause as providing a greater 
level of transparency to access seekers about the buyback process.   
 
Given that the revised clause requires all customers with capacity in the 
relevant shipping window to be given buyback offers, and that the ACCC will 
be notified of a buyback taking place, the revised system is deemed to be fair 
and equitable.  
 

 WAFarmers asserts that flexibility in the WA supply chain is paramount to its 
ability to be effective and efficient. 

 
An effective and efficient supply chain benefits every aspect of the supply 
chain as well as ensuring that the needs of overseas customers are met. 
 
A flexible supply chain will enable CBH to better service customers, ensuring 
WA remains an attractive option for grain accumulation. 

 
The driving goal of WAFarmers is to ensure the sustainability of Western Australian 
grain growers, and in a deregulated market place this means offering grower’s 
choice in terms of their marketing options. 
 
It is in grower’s best interests to have a fair and equitable system for all marketers 
and WAFarmers believes that the revised buyback clause proposed by CBH can 
deliver this to the benefit of the industry. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 
 

Kim Simpson 
WAFarmers Grains Section President. 
 
 

 


