Titles in the child safety series

Safety alert brochures:
Babies dummies
Baby bath aids
Baby walkers
Blinds and curtain cords
Bunk beds
Cots
Household furniture hazards for kids
Toys

Safety guides:

Keeping baby safe
Safe toys for kids

For further information
ACCC Infocentre 1300 302 502
www.accc.gov.au
PO Box 1199
Dickson ACT 2602

Important notice. The information in this brochure is general in nature and may not

be relevant to your specific circumstances. While the ACCC has made every reasonable
effort to provide current and accurate information, readers should be aware that the
ACCC accepts no liability for any loss or damage whatsoever attributable to reliance upon
any of that information. Nothing in this brochure should replace professional advice.

The ACCC recommends that users exercise their own skill and care when using the
information in this brochure.

ISBN 1921227 192

Produced by the ACCC Publishing Unit 01/07

Australian
Competition &
Consumer
Commission

1431V A134YS



SAFRETY FRAZARD
Baby walkers

Baby walkers can be dangerous as they allow infants

to move more quickly around the house and grab things
normally out of their reach. Their new mobility and added
height can place your child in dangerous situations with
access to bench tops and the potential to pull boiling
kettles or irons down onto themselves, fall down stairs or
reach open fires or heaters. A baby in a walker can also tip
over on uneven surfaces.

Before you buy

M Check for compliance with the mandatory safety
standard for baby walkers based on the US ASTM F977
safety standard for baby walkers. Look for a label or sticker
that says the baby walker complies with the mandatory
standard. If there isn’t one, ask the retailer. If the retailer
cannot verify that it complies, ask if there is an alternative
that does comply.

M Older second-hand baby walkers may not comply with
the national safety standard introduced in November 2002
and other state and territory legislation. The safety standard
requires baby walkers to have minimum levels of stability,
an automatic braking system (so they cannot be easily
ridden down stairs), and safety warning labels.

M Check that warning labels about safe use are clearly
displayed.

M Look for an automatic braking mechanism to prevent
it being ridden over a step.

[M Check that any folding mechanism latches securely
and will not collapse when assembled.

[M Check that there are no sharp edges or points or places
that can trap fingers.

[M Check that your child fits properly into the baby walker.

™ Look for a baby walker with an optional locking device to
immobilise the baby walker when required.

Safety at home

(A Never leave your child in a walker unsupervised.
Your child in a walker should be within the reach
of an adult at all times so they can prevent the child
accessing hazardous locations.

(A Do not leave the child in the walker for more
than 15 minutes. Overuse of the walker can lead
to developmental delays when the child is learning
to walk.

™ Baby walkers should only be used in a safe and flat
area. Block off access to areas such as staircases,
kitchens and fireplaces.

M Follow the manufacturer’s instructions carefully.

Child safety experts recommend a
stationary play centre as a safer alternative.



